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Music is a powerful form of 
communication that can transform 
the way pupils feel, think and act*

* The National Curriculum

Hillingdon Music Service

T.01895 630155
F.01895 625571

Email: musicservice@hillingdongrid.net

Compass Theatre and Arts Centre, 

Glebe Avenue, Ickenham, 

Middlesex UB10 8PD

GRADED EXAMS INFORMATION

Graded exams are accredited by the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA). Exams fit into the National Qualifications Framework (NQF), regulated by the Government. Inclusion of graded music exams is a recognition of high standards and an increasing awareness by the Government of the importance of playing a musical instrument.
The NQF shows how qualifications relate to each other. They are arranged in six levels, from Entry Level awards to professional qualifications at Level 5. 

Associated Board and Trinity Guildhall exams fit into the framework as shown in the table below.

	Graded exam
	NQF Level
	Corresponding Qualifications

	Grades 1-3
	1
	GCSE grades D-G

	Grades 4 & 5
	2
	GCSE grades A*-C

	Grades 6-8
	3
	A Level


Good passes at Grades 6, 7 and 8 will also contribute to the number of UCAS points students need when applying for university.
Hillingdon Music Service

Instrumental Tuition

Helpful Hints for Parents & Carers
CONGRATULATIONS!
You now have a young musician in your family!
We hope the following information will be helpful to you and give a few hints on how to help your child develop as an instrumentalist.
Music is a form of personal expression. It combines the use of intellect and emotions, self-discipline and teamwork, creativity and sensitivity, but most of all, it is enormous fun! Research has shown that learning to play a musical instrument can improve your child’s performance in other areas of the school curriculum by as much as 20%. It is a very worthwhile activity for your child to be engaged in and can give lifelong pleasure and sense of achievement.
Successful instrumental study is very much a partnership between pupil, teacher and parents. Developing skills to play an instrument requires time and patience. It is a long-term commitment which can take your child through their entire school career and beyond into adult life.

Progress of pupils is monitored by way of annual reports and external examinations.

Learning a musical instrument and being involved in music-making can help children improve and develop their:

Self-confidence


Concentration skills


Reading skills


Physical co-ordination


Listening skills


Self-discipline


Self-reliance

Team work


Commitment

Memory skills


Communication skills

WHAT TO EXPECT

At first you will probably hear all sorts of strange and unusual noises coming from the instrument! Don’t be alarmed; it takes a little while to get control over the instrument and indeed to get it to make the right sort of sounds. Please be patient. It is not easy to get instant results on any musical instrument. 
It may also take some time before your child can play a recognisable tune on the instrument. At first they will be getting used to the technical demands of how to produce the sound. 
HOW YOU CAN HELP
· You do not need to know anything about music in order to support your child’s work; just listening and encouraging will probably give all the support needed.

· Please encourage daily practice. Around 10 or 15 minutes of playing may be sufficient in the very early stages then gradually increasing the amount of time as expertise grows.

· Without practice your child’s progress is likely to be only very minimal and extremely slow. 
· If you want your child to have fun and achieve results, encourage a positive approach to practise and playing at home.
· Provide a suitable environment for practice. It is necessary to concentrate well when playing. Your child will need a quiet place in which to work where they will not be disturbed.

· Music should be placed on a music stand so it is at the right height and at the right angle. This is important for developing the correct and best posture for playing.

· Encourage your child to play to you, just as you would listen to them read. If they can explain what they are learning it is a good sign that understanding is developing well.
· Some tutor books have a CD to support your child’s practice at home. These backing tracks are very helpful to work with and will be beneficial to your child’s progress.
FURTHER OPPORTUNITIES FOR MUSIC MAKING
Hillingdon Music Service provides a broad and balanced programme of music-making. When your child has reached the necessary standard they will be encouraged to join a band or orchestra. These activities take place after school or on Saturday mornings at Hillingdon Music Centre. More than 20 ensembles and choirs operate, ranging in style from jazz to symphony orchestra, from junior groups to performance at an advanced level. Over 400 children and young people take part in these activities. Public performances are given throughout the academic year locally, within Hillingdon, in prestigious venues such as the South Bank Centre and abroad on tour every summer.
In the early stages, tuition is in small groups and takes place at school. At a more advanced level students may apply for the Special Place Award Scheme where longer individual lessons are given out of school time. Students who win this award also attend the Music Centre on a Saturday morning.

External examinations and assessments through the Associated Board or Trinity Guildhall are encouraged by Music Service teachers where appropriate. Exams range from the earliest stages of learning at Grade 1 level through to an advanced learning at Grade 8 level and then on to professional diplomas at the highest levels of musical achievement. See overleaf for more details.
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